
 

Stop food loss and waste.
For the people. For the planet. 

Get Involved!
The observance of the First International Day of  

Awareness of Food Loss and Waste (IDAFLW) on 29 September 2020  
will make a clear call to action for both the public (national or local 

authorities) and the private (businesses and individuals) sectors to bolster 
efforts to reduce food loss and waste toward ensuring food security for all 
and particularly the most vulnerable, impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

#FLWDay 
www.fao.org/international-day-awareness-food-loss-waste/







CALLS TO ACTION

Reducing food loss and waste is a shared responsibility.  Governments, the private sector, 
civil society, development agencies, research and academic institutions and consumers 
must seek to identify new and more effective solutions – be it products, technologies, 
social arrangements, or institutional/ organizational and policy processes – to sustainably 
reduce food loss and waste. Collaboration is needed at many levels, and particularly among 
the public and private sectors, and with research and development institutions to promote 
innovations that contribute to food loss and waste reduction, locally, nationally, regionally 
and globally. 

Governments and decision makers
•	 Target investments and create incentives to bolster efforts to reduce food losses 

and ensure food security of the poor and vulnerable.
•	 Facilitate and leverage private sector investments to reduce food losses and waste 

through key partnerships.
•	 Educate consumers on the meaning of “use-by” and “best before date” marks to 

ensure they are used appropriately, toward reducing household food waste. 
•	 Develop and support social policies and targeted innovative solutions to facilitate 

food redistribution where needed.

Private actors of the food supply chain

•	 Supply chain stakeholders and food business operators must tap into knowledge, 
apply innovation and innovative approaches and identify resources - public and 
private - to scale up actions to reduce food loss and waste in the supply chain.

•	 Private actors should encourage the establishment of targeted platforms to share 
knowledge and practices on food loss and waste reduction;

•	 The food wholesale and retail sector must step-up its efforts to donate surplus 
food to charities and food banks.

Research and academia

•	 Research institutions and academia must continue to provide support in 
developing innovations and in providing training support and technology 
development to reduce food loss and waste.

Consumers

•	 Consumers must stock and store their food properly in the household and pay 
attention to date marking to reduce food waste. 

•	 	Consumers, where possible, must donate unwanted, unopened and intact food to 
charities that can redistribute the food to those in need.  







Gadgets

The IDAFLW 2020 Asset Bank provides graphics for the local printing or production of:

 

•	 t-shirts 

•	 mugs 

•	 bags

 










